BISMARCK

tude towards the Conservatives, or to my absence or Blanck-
enburg's, scarcely permits us to reproach Bismarck on
good grounds. Those who know, as I do, what enormous
duties B. has to, and does, perform, cannot justly blame
him for not doing even more, and making up for his col-
league's neglect or incapacity. The only possible ground
on which we could justly reproach him would be if we
could maintain with truth that he has not done all in his
power to procure more competent colleagues. Perhaps
this might be said, but I, who, in spite of distance, can
perhaps judge better and more accurately than any one
else of the personal relations in question, feel scarcely
able definitely to make any such assertion. However, the
breach will be healed, for it must be healed. There is no
other party on which we can depend for the main ques-
tion, but the party must at last understand that its ideas
and tasks of to-day must be essentially different from those
of the Conflict time. It must be, and become, a party
of Conservative progress, and abandon the policy of the
drag, however essential and necessary this may have been,
and in fact was, at the time of the ascendancy of democratic
progress, and the demagogic precipitation which it threat-
ened. These are my ideas in nuce about the latest situa-
tion; of course they are only suited for communication
in the most confidential circles. . . '

Roon's anticipation was not fulfilled. The Conserva-
tive party remained what it was; the contest, which it
had begun with me, continued in more or less latent fash-
ion. I can understand that my policy was opposed by that
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